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spoken of in the company and presence of [others without?]
laughter.

Most remarkable of all the fragments are proposals for sex
reform in Nos. 91 to 94 in the Lansdowne Collection. These
include polygamy and family allowances. An elaborate exercise
in Politicall Arithmitick is appended to the proposal that

5os. per annum bee allowd for keeping a child till full 7 yeares
old, and 205. for a woman lying in, to the publiccj places or to
each woman herselfe in particular. That at 7 yeares old the
children bee disposed for 14 yeares after, and bee then free, having
been taught some Trade. That every man and woman have
a livelyhood ut alibi. That a woman is not bound to declare the
father, but to the officer who was privy to the contract and habet
sub sigillo. That this liberty for short marriages do not take away
the present way, nor other covenants of cohabitation, estate,
rewards, etc. That both parties shall sweare they [are] free from
any fowle disease.

In a different context (Nos. 119, 120) he applies the Politicall
Arithmitick to the simple machines: "By a common Pump a man
can raise 32 gallons 30 (feet) high in a minute, or 8 tons in an
hour." In short, Petty was a pioneer of Social Technology. He
anticipated the only rational basis-for costing the resources of
human welfare in his papers on Taxation:

Our Silver and Gold we call by several names, as in England
by pounds, shillings, and pence, all of which may be called and
understood by either of die three. But that which I would say
upon this matter is, that all things ought to be valued by two
natural Denominations, which is Land and'Labour; that is, we
ought to say, a Ship or garment is worth such a measure of Land,
with such another measure of Labour; forasmuch as both Ships
and Garments were the creatures of Lands and mens Labours
thereupon.

Needless to say, Petty had his comic side. You cannot make
spiritual omelets without breaking metaphysical eggs. Like
Hooke and Boyle he had the knack of proffering his most radical